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one departing ray of most resplendent glory She hated the
new dynasty; she felt that her family had been grievously
treated by not being allowed to leave the throne of Tuscany
to whomsoever they considered had the best right to it; she
felt herself still more grievously ill used in not being allowed
to succeed her brother as Grand Duchess in her own right;
while the sore feelings thus created were daily kept alive by
the conduct of the ignoble court occupying the palace which
had been built by her family and been their home for two
hundred years. But at the same time she loved Tuscany; she
was keenly mindful of her family's long and honourable con-
nection with that country; and she was determined that,
whatever her father and brother had been, she at least would
support that connection with honour to the very end. And
so she made that splendid gift which should make her name
ever honoured in Florence.

Far-reaching memories and mingled feelings must have
filled the mind of Anna Maria Ludovica as, last solitary
owner of the greatest collection of art treasures in the woild,
she wandered through the long galleries of the Uffizi and the
Pitti surrounded by this mass of pictures, statues, bronzes,
rare gems, and other works of art, the earliest of them exe-
cuted for Cosimo, Piero, and Lorenzo, the latest added to the
collection by herself, and thought over what she had deter-
mined on doing with this great inheritance.

The convention between the powers which had assigned
the throne to a foreign prince had not touched the vast private
property of the family, including the countless objects of
art and other valuable things with which their palaces, villas,
and picture-galleries were crowded; and to all these she had
succeeded on her brother's death. The whole of this invaluable
collection of treasures Anna Maria Ludovica now gave to the
State of Tuscany for ever, in the person of the new Grand
Duke and his successors, on condition that none of it should
ever be removed from Florence> and that it should be for
the benefit of the public of all nations?